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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Applicant(s) p\ / , 


Examiner Z' / ^ 


Group Art Unit 

n/1 





— T7?e MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address-^ 
P ri d for Reply ^ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MQNTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified atx>ve is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 



Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is ciosed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposi^on of Ciaims 

erciain 



Claim(s) . 



. is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

a^aim(s): L 

□ Claim(s) 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 



is/are rejected. 
. is/are objected to. 



□ Claim(s)- 



■ are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO*948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

B'^'^cj^nowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 
^TaII DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in this national stage application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 

Attachment($) 



□ Injomiation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) 

Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948 

Office Action Summary 



□ Intervi w Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infomial Patent Application. PTO-152 

□ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spelthann 
5,610,234 in view of Fry et al. 4,614,680. 

3. Spelthann ('234) has been discussed already in Paper #9. It sets an upper limit for 
additives at 50% by eight of the total composition, without giving a reason for this limitation. 
However, Fry et al. teach a composition, which can be a blend of ethylene-(meth)acrylic acid 
copolymer and ethylene-vinyl acetate-carbon monoxide terpolymer (claim 1) and can additionally 
contain low density branched polyethylene or high density linear polyethylene (claim 12). The 
composition further contains between about 40% by weight and about 90% by weight of filler, 
which filler can be calcium carbonate, hydrated alumina or their mixtures (claims 5 and 6). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was 
made, to use the highest amount of filler possible in the composition of Spelthann (*234), as 
taught by Fry et al., in order to maximize the flame retardance and minimize the cost. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications fi'om the examiner 
should be directed to Peter Szekely whose telephone number is (703) 308-2460. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Tuesday through Friday fi*om 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner*s supervisor, 
Vasu Jagannathan, can be reached on (703) 306-2777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-7718 or (703) 305- 
5408, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 




Peter Szekely 




Art Unit 1714 



